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MISSOULA—
The low-sulfur coal of the Northern Great Plains states of Montana, Wyoming and North 
Dakota is in great demand because of relatively strict sulfur oxide air pollution standards 
for coal-fired power plants. With the uncertainties of the international oil and natural gas 
markets added, there is the possibility of a coal boom developing, say economists John
Duffield, Thomas Power and Terry Wheeling.
Whether such a boom will occur depends on the geographic area in which NGP coal is 
economically competitive, according to the authors in their article, "Defining the Market 
for Northern Great Plains Coal,” which appears in the summer issue of the Montana Business 
Quarterly. John Duffield is assistant professor and Thomas Power is associate professor 
in the Department of Economics at the University of Montana, M i s s o u l a , and Terry Wheeling 
is data specialist for the Montana Energy Advisory Council in H e l e n a .
The Montana Business Quarterly was published Sept. 10 by the Bureau of Business and
Economic Research at UM.
"This market will depend upon NGP coal's delivered cost to the user (including special 
capital investments in plant needed to allow the use of it) compared to the same costs of 
alternative fuels. The most important costs to be considered are mining costs, transporta­
tion costs, and costs of air pollution control," the economists state.
"The demand for Northern Great Plains coal is very sensitive to air pollution control 
regulations. If federal and state air pollution emission regulations require flue gas 
desulfurization and/or low-sulfur coal for both new and existing coal-fired electric 
generating plants, NGP coal will be competitively priced in a 21-state market," report the 
authors.
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”If supplementary control systems such as tall stacks and/or intermittent control 
systems are permitted in place of flue gas desulfurization, NGP coal will be competitive 
in a much smaller, 13-state market, eliminating much of the midwest and south-central regions 
of the United States. If flue gas desulfurization is not required, the demand for NGP coal 
will not approach the levels indicated by current contracts (136 million tons per year) in 
the 1980-85 period and probably would not reach those levels by the year 2000," say 
Duffield, Power and Wheeling.
"The most likely level of NGP coal development is 136 million tons per year by 1980,
140 to 170 million tons per year by 1985, and 200 to 300 million tons per year by the year 
2000," they conclude. The three-state level of mining in 1975 was approximately 52 million
t o n s .
Other articles appearing in the summer Montana Business Quarterly are "Unemployment 
Insurance in Montana," by Thomas Kirkpatrick, professor of management in the School of 
Business Administration at the University of Montana, Missoula; "Montana County Population 
Estimates— 1974 and 1975," by Susan Selig Wallwork, research assistant in the BBER; "Colstrip, 
Montana: A Case Study in Rapid Population Growth and Local Finance," by Maxine C. Johnson, 
director of the BBER and professor of management in the School of Business Administration 
at UM; and "The Montana MBA Program: Producing Leaders for Business," an interview with 
Larry Gianchetta, assistant professor of management in the UM School of Business 
Admini s t r a t i o n .
The Montana Business Quarterly is available by subscription from the Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research for $6 per year, as well as by individual copy from the 
Associated S t u d e n t s’ Store at the University of Montana, M i s s o u l a , M o n t . 59812 for $2.
Joyce D. Zacek is editor of the MBQ for the Bureau of Business and Economic Research
at UM.
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